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intentions, and stating that if these were not made known, the
Allies would support Poland with all the means at their disposal;
a similar statement was made in the French Chamber by Mil-
lerand, the Prime Minister. England insisted that Poland should
ask the Bolsheviks for an armistice, and this the Polish Govern-
ment did on July 22, but the Soviet procrastinated, as it thought
it was on a great wave of victory that would presently overwhelm
the Polish forces. Negotiations were spun out to July 30, when
Polish plenipotentiaries entered the Bolshevik front, but without
obtaining an armistice, and they returned to Warsaw. A second
peace delegation left Warsaw for Minsk on August 13 and re-
mained there for three weeks, without result.
CONSEQUENCES OF POLISH REVERSES
Grabski had agreed that all questions in dispute, including
Danzig and Teschen, should be referred to the Supreme Council.
On June 14,1920, the Free City elected a Constituent Assembly,
which was anti-Polish. But as this was the business of the League
of Nations, it did not come specially before the Spa Conference.
Teschen did. This question, which brought into play historical
and economic claims on the part of Czechoslovakia against the
principle of self-determination urged by Poland, had so far not
found a solution. On July 10 at Spa Grabski and Benesh signed a
protocol requesting the Supreme Council to make a definite
settlement; the Council referred the question to the Ambassadors'
Conference, which had the whole subject threshed out afresh,
Poland being represented by Paderewski, specially delegated for
the occasion, and Czechoslovakia by Benesh; experts on both
sides were heard. A settlement was reached by Poland and Czecho-
slovakia on July 28, not only for Teschen but also for Orava and
Spisz. Teschen was divided into two unequal parts, the larger
going to Czechoslovakia, who also obtained most of Orava and
Spisz.
Paderewski signed the agreement on July 30, after protesting
in a letter to Cambon, who presided over the Ambassadors' Con-
ference, that however sincerely the Polish Government wished to
execute its contractual obligations, it would never be able to